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PoPERY 7s 4 proper Subject of 


Joleration, in Proteſtant States. 


O determine this queſtion, we need only 

ſearch that perfect l-w-book the Bible, 
by which we are hereafter to be judged, and 
to which, as Proteſtants, we protels an un- 
limited and unreſerved ſubjection. And let 
every man determine, in the fight of God, 
whether the following are, or are not, its un- 
erring deciſions. 

The moral law, which was written upon 
man's heart in innocence, is founded upon our 
relation to God, and to one another; and, in 
our preſent circumſtances, cannot be removed, 
while thoſe relations ſubſiſt. Therefore, as it 
concerned all others, as well as Iſrael (who 
were the choſen depoſitaries and conſervators 
of God's revealed authority and grace) the 
Lord publiſhed it at Sinai, with a voice that 
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ſhook the earth, and afterwards repeatedly 
wrote it on tables, durable as its foundations; 
and ordered that theſe tables ſhould be care. 
fully laid up, with his name in them, in that 
facred repoſitory the art of the eavenant.— 
Beſides which, he inſcribes the works of this 
law upon the heart of every man that comes 
into the world, that the accuſings, or excuſings 
of his own conſcience may daily witneſs its 
| authority over him; and by his Spirit he re- 
places this law itſelf (which Chriſt and his 
| —_— ſo fully explained and urged, from 
eſe ancient records) as a 3 principle 
| in the hearts of his ſervants: therefore to ſup- 
| poſe that any man can be happy in a profane 
| inattention to it, would reproach God and our 

own nature. | 
And when ſocieties were formed, as human 
r coop could have no other rational baſis, 


ut that moral law which all were under to 2 
God, ſo both in that law itſelf, and in the per- 2 
ſon to whom he delivered it, the Lord declared = | 
his deſign, that ſuperiors ſhould enforce a ſub- * 


jection to it upon thoſe who were under their | 
control. Therefore he ſaid to parents and gel 


maſters, in the lower departments of govern- Ipur 
ment, Thou ſhalt do no manner of work on the les. 
fabbath-day, thou, nor thy fon, nor thy daughter, 2 
nor thy man- ſervant, &c. And to ſee this, and Ke 
all the other commands executed, he com- a 65 
mitted the care of that law to Moſes, who was 129 


king in Feſburun. And as the ſcripture mo 
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bebroken, which calls all other magiſtrates Godt, 


as well as him ; and as the Eord has promiſed 
to give us, in evangelic times, ſuch judges and 
counſellors as Moſes, Joſhua, and David were ; 
and that 4:ngs ſhall be nurfing fathers, und { xal 
queens nur/ing mothers to his church; therefore 
it muſt be his deſign, that governors ſhould 
now enforce obedience to the letter of this 


law ; though not with the ſame penalties as 


upon the ancient Jews (who were under a pe- 
culiar theocracy), which were not expreſſed in 
the body of this law, nor thundered out from 
Sinai with a dreadful voice, as the ten com- 
mandments themſelves were. Ceremonial ap- 
ndages of the moral law may go out with 
Moles ; but grace and truth came by Yefus 
Chrift, to put life into that long- neglected 
law. And in his time it is declared, that the 
magiſtrate is he miniſter of God, a revenger to 
execute wrath upon him that doth zaxev moral 
evil, Rom. xiii, 4. for which purpoſe the goſ- 
pel, as a miniſtratian of the Spirit, furniſhes him 

with ſufficient inſtruction and animation. 
True, he cannot force men to believe the 
goſpel, nor is this his province: yet, if that 
ſpirit is in him which inſpired the firſt go— 
vernors of Iſrael, he will devoutly believe and 
obey eyery revelation of law and grace which 
comes from heaven, take care that it may be 
publiſhed to his ſubjects, and defend the 
othicers and offices of religion in general. At 
the lame time the moral law, which * 
aſis 
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baſis of our intercourſe with heaven and catth, 
will be a prime object of his attention: and, 
as all nations are under a kind of covenant of 
works, which denounces dreadful threatening; 
againſt violations of every part of this law; 
and as God will certainly treat kingdoms and 
governors as they behave to him (and it would 
be in vain to expect national bleſſings to be 
always continued, without a regard to his au- 
thority) therefore the magiſtrate ought to 
compel men to pay an attention to the letter 
of the ten commandments; for, ſays the apoſtle, 
1 Tim. i. 5—11. this /aw ig not made for, that 
is, its penalties do not lie againſt à r:gheou; 
man, but they are for av9jacis xo avurolztlog the 
lawleſs and diſobedient, which words compre- 
hend the ſins againſt both table duties: and, 
to be yet more particular, its penalties are fr 
eos6eo% xa aacgluros the ungodly and for ſinners, 
againſt the firſt and ſecond commandments ; 
for avoows na Beennos unhboly and profane, who 
violate the ird and fourth commandments; 
as well as for murderers of fathers and mur- 
derers of mothers, againſt the fifth ; for man- 

ayers, who break the fixth; for whoremongers, 
and for them that defile themſelves with mankind, 
againſt the ſeventh; for men ſtealers, againſt the 
erghth; for hars and for perjured perſons, againſt 
the ninth; and if there be any other thing whih 
is contrary to ſound doctrine, according as th! 
glorious goſpel of the bleſſed God explains thit 


immutable law. This fixes the magiſtrate's 
e duty 
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duty immoveably, and bounds it with exact 
precilion, as it reſpects this law. 


f From hence it appears, that it is his duty 
* not to tolerate /abbath-breaking againſt the 
f fourth commandment, nor profane cur/ong and 
d ſwearing againſt the third, nor the making and 
Id bowing down to graven images againſt the ſecond. 
be Accordingly, that -perfef and upright man Job 
ho aſſerts, that idolatry, as well as adultery, is an 
to iniquity to be puniſhed by the judges. And the 


-innumerable commands, threatenings, and de- 
nunciations againſt this fin in the ſcripture 
ſufficiently teſtify, that God is jealous of his 
own honour, and will not give his praiſe to 


the heathen or chriſtian graven images; and that 
re- whether the worſhip paid before them is de- 
id, ſigned for himſelf, as the Papiſts ſay, or ter- 
for minates in the devil, as God aſſerts, Rev. ix. 20. | 
Ti, X11, 9. xiii. 4 | 4 
ts; | Religion and morality are not to be propa- [| 
ho gated by the ſword; yet when they have made A 


their way in the world, by their own native, j 
and by the immediate power of God, they are [ 
to be defended by it, both for his ſake and for i 
our own. And whatever an idolater may do 1 
in ſecret, where the eye of magiſtracy cannot 

reach him, if he makes or publicly 4ows down | 
to graven images, contrary to the command- 0 

ment, he does not aſſert his own, but invades 11 
the liberties of others, by doing that which, {4 
the ſcriptures aſſure us, will bring the curſe of | 
a jealous God upon the nation; therefors, ji 
without 


(6 ] 
without touching his perſon, or his other ſub- 
ſtance, let the magiſtrate (who lands before the 
God of the earth for this purpole, Rev. xi. 4.) 
cauſe his idol to be removed, or (if that be- 
conies neceſſary) broken to pieces before his 
eyes; and reaſon and ſcripture will vindicate 
him in doing this, as often as he preſumes to 
inſult the authority of God and of his country, 
as it ſtands expreſſed in the letter of the ſecond 
commandment. 
- And if public idolatry is not a proper ſub- 
ject for toleration, much leſs ſo is Popery in 
the aggregate, which has marked its way, 
through the world by darkneſs and by blood. 
It is ſaid indeed that Popery is altered; but 
this is impoſſible, unleſs its doctrines are al- 
tered, and then it is no longer Popery. Be- 
ſides, God has ſaid of the Papiſts, Rev. ix. 
20, 21. (and the words reach beyond our times) 
T hey repented not of the works of their hands, 
that they ſhould not worſhip devils, and idols of 
gold, and filver, and braſs, and tone, and of 
wood; which can neither ſee, nor hear, nor wall. 
Neitber repented they of their murders, nor paę- 
ganas of tbeir ſorceries, nor of tbeir fornication, 
nor of their thefts. And as the Lord has after- 
wards, in that book, given us a farther pro- 
phetic hiſtory of their wickedaeſs, of the v:a/s 
of his wrath which are yet to be poured out 
upon them, and of their impenitence under 
them, chap. xvi. 6,9, 11. and concluded with 
A ſtriking deſcription of the ruin to be — 
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8 
by his own immediate hand, upon them, this 


proves from'the mouth of God, that they nei- 


ther are, nor ever will be altered for the better. 
I Gad unrighteous who taketh vengeance? Yet 
he would more than ſeem to be ſo, if he ſhould 
inflict upon them that vengeance which is 
written, 1 Theſſ. ii. 8—12. and Rev. chapters 
xvi, and xix. if they had previouſly turned from 
the fins mentioned above. And though this - 
man's being drunken wita the blood of the ſaints, 
and of the martyrs of Chrift, does not ſuppoſe, 
that even Popery itſelf can make all its votaries 
inhuman and ſavage; yet the Holy Ghoſt could 
not have compared Rome to Sadom, Babylon, and 
Egypt, if there had not been a ſtriking fimi- 


krity between the prevailing diſpoſitions, and 


the doom of theſe places; ſee Rev. xi. 8. and 
xvii. 5. | 
Defpotiſm may indeed find Popery a proper 
engine of its cruel deßgns; but, as every root 
will bear fruit agreeable to its own nature, 
both in church and ftate, if we tolerate it, do 
we not make ourtelves acceſſarĩes to the above 
fix fins ; which cannot indeed be puniſhed till 
they come out into overt ads, yet certainly 
merit abhorrence in that principle, which God 
has aſſerted will produce them? And, conſider- 
ing the corruption of human nature, if we 
ſmile on Popery, it will ſoon ſupplant the 


Church of England; its pompous ſhows will 


draw away the giddy multitude from a rational 
devotion and ſpiritual worſhip ; and its venial 


fins, 


——  — — — — 6 r! © — 
* 


. —_ f rr — 


FF ———.. , AGES 


— - — — 
- — - = 250 —— - 
— — — —2 * — 23 —- 


1 891 

ſins, indulgences, prieſtly abſolution, purga- 
tory, and denying the ſcriptures to the laity, 
open wide the flood-gates for impieties of 
every name; under whoſe tyrannic reign civil 
liberty cannot long exiſt. | Beſides, God has 
ſaid, Jer. xv. 19. Let them return to thee, but 
return not thou to them and certainly, their 
reſtoring to the Proteſtants abroad a part of 
their unalienable and eternal rights, can be no 
reaſon why we ſhould tolerate their makng, 
and publicly bowing down to graven images, 
which God has forbidden to every man. 

To conclude; Toleration ſeems to be due 
to Proteſtant worſhip of every name among us, 
but not to Popiſb and it is happy for Eng- 
land, that this vox Dei, is alſo vox populi. 

That veneration and affection for my king 
and country, in which a Britiſh breaſt may 
well glory, moſt reſpectfully ſubmit theſe plain 
bints, drawn from the ſacred ſcripture, to your 
deliberate conſideration. And may the glory 
of God, reflected from his commands and pro- 
miſes, daily bleſs your rejoicing eyes. Amen. 
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